Prepositions
 

1. Place
in, on, at, under, over, etc.

 

·                 in a building, in a town, in the water, in a line, in the mountains, in a picture, in a slide, in a photo, in bed, in hospital, in my car, in a taxi, etc.

NB!     In an armchair, but on a chair

·                 at the bus-stop, at the window, at the top of  (the page), at reception, at home, at work, at school, at university, at an airport, etc.

Write your name at the top.

I couldn’t see well because I was standing at the back.

·                 on the 1st floor, on a page, on a tape, on the left, on the right, on an island, on the way to, on the bottle, on a farm, on the bus, on the bike, on the 6.45 train, etc.
                                    Your book is on the table.

The book you are looking for is on the top shelf.

London is on the river Thames.

NB!                                In town as opposed to in the countryside

·                 You can often use in or at with buildings( in/at a restaurant
                                                                                 in/at a hotel
2. Direction

to, toward, into, etc.

·                 to go/come/travel to a place   ( He has returned to Italy.

·                 Been to  (    I’ve never been to a football match. 

·                 to go /come into (= to enter a room, etc.)

                                    The man the police were chasing ran into the shop.

The students ran into the classroom.

He got into the car and drove off.

NB! 
                Phrases without to : to go home, to come home, to get home

 


I’m tired. Let’s go home.

 3. Time

in, on, at, by
·                 in April; in the 21st century; in the 1990s; in (the) winter; in the Middle Ages; in the morning(s), in the afternoon(s), in the evening(s); in four weeks, in a week’s time, in six months’ time. etc.

I’ll see you in the morning.

I learnt to drive in four weeks.

·                 on 12 March, on Fridays, on Christmas Day, on Thursday morning(s),

                                     I’ll do it on Monday.

They got married on 31 September.

I usually go out on Monday evening.

·                 at 5 o’clock, at midnight; at lunchtime, at Christmas, at Easter, at night, at the same time, at the age of 16 (= at 16), at the weekend/at weekends, at the moment, at present

We can meet at three o’clock.

                 by Monday (= on or before Monday), by 5 o’clock (at or before 5 o’clock), by then, by that time, etc

                                 You should receive the letter by tomorrow.

·                 until Monday, until 11 o’clock, etc. (to say how long a situation continues)

I was tired, I stayed in bed until half past ten.

 NB!         Do not use in/on/at before last and next:

 


I’ll see you next Friday.




They got married last March.

·       Leave out at when you ask (At) what time…?

                                   What time are you going out this evening?

4. Agent

by This book was written by an elderly man.

 5. Instrument

by, with
 


I heard the news by telephone. (communication)




She came by plane. (transportation)




He opened the door with a key. (instrument; tool)

by phone, by radio, by telegram; by train, by car, by boat; by sea, by air; by hand, by machine, etc.

NB! on foot
Did you come here by car or on foot?

6. Accompaniment
with  The like spaghetti with red wine.




Mr. Brown went to the bank with his wife.

7. Purpose

for 
He went to the store for bread.

NB! Never use for + verb +- ing to express the purpose of the verb.

WRONG! He went to the store for buying bread.

8. Partition/Possession  of    They painted the front of the building.




         He broke the top of the table. 

9. Measure

by, of

  (mõõt, määr, abinõu, samm) 

                                     We buy our rice by the pound (nael- kaaluühik).




Please buy a quart of milk.

 

10. Similarity

like       John looks like his father.
  (sarnasus, samalaadsus, samasugusus)

 

11. Capacity

as    (nagu)
(mahtuvus, võime, kompetentsus, võimsus)
 


Bill worked as a lifeguard (vetelpäästja, ihukaitsevägi) this                                                                     

                                   summer.
