USAGE  
 

Some words have similar meanings, but cannot be used interchangeably, that is a choice must be made according to the grammatical situation.

 

1.
between - is used with two persons or things





I cannot decide between these two blouses.

  
among (hulgas, seas) -  is used for three or more persons or things





He was standing among several students.

 

2.         amount (hulk, kogus, summa)- is used with non-count nouns  

                                                            He has a large amount of money. 


number - is used with count nouns  
She has a large number of children.

 

3. 
in - 
is used with non-motion verbs
He is waiting in the kitchen.


into - 
is used with verbs of motion

He ran into the kitchen.

 

4.
lie (vale, pettus//lay, lain- lamama) -
it cannot take an object;

the principal parts of lie are: lie, lay, lain;   -ing form: lying

 


John lies on his bed. 

Mary lay on the sofa all yesterday afternoon.

The watch had lain unnoticed for several days before I found it. 

A man was lying injured in the street.

 


lay -
it must have an object;



the principal parts of lay are: lay, laid, laid; -ing form: laying

You should lay the tiles very evenly. 

Mary laid her son on his bed early this afternoon. 

That hen has laid six eggs this week. 

The workers are laying the carpet now.

 

5.
rise - 
it cannot take an object;



the principal forms of rise are: rise, rose, risen;  -ing form: rising

 



The temperature rises sharply (järsku) in the afternoon.



The sun rose at seven yesterday.



Prices have risen a great deal lately.



The baby’s temperature is rising. 

 


raise -
it must have an object;



The principal parts of raise are: raise, raised, raised; - ing form: raising



Please raise the window a little.



The Browns raised their children.



The store has raised its prices.



The new book is raising many interesting questions.

 

6.
can -
is a modal that means ability   
                               Mary can speak English. 

       John can play the piano.

 


may - 
is a modal that means permission (luba küsima)

May I leave now?

May I have your attention?

John may have the last piece of cake.

 

7.
hanged - is the past participle (3rd form) of the verb hang (riputama, rippuma)  referring to executions (killings-üles pooma) of persons.

 

The murderer was hanged by the neck. (kael)

 


 hung -  is the past participle (3rd form) of the verb hang referring to things

 



The picture was hung over the fireplace.(kamin)

