WORDS OFTEN CONFUSED
1.       to accept = to give a positive answer     
                             Susan accepted his offer of a job.

to except = to exclude, to keep out; often used as a preposition meaning with the exception of.


                                The boys accepted John from their club.


                              Everybody except Jane went to the party.

to expect = to anticipate  
                          The talks are expected to last two or three days.


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

2. 
to advise  (a verb)                         He advised her to quit smoking.

advice (a noun)    


   He gave me some good advice.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

3. 
all ready =completely ready

We were all ready to go.


already = by or before a specific time
     They had already eaten.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

4.
altogether =completely

I am altogether tired.


all together = in a group

The children are all together now.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

5. 
besides = except

Everyone besides John went to the party.


beside = next to

John was standing beside me.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

6.       cloth = fabric, material            
                                     She bought some white cloth to make a dress.


clothes = garments


She bought a lot of clothes.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

7. 
desert = a dry area

      
                            A large percentage of  the world’s surface is a desert where very little grows.

dessert = sweet food
   We had ice cream for dessert.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8.       to differ from = to be dissimilar  
                                                      Men differ physically from women.


to differ with = to disagree
I differ with you on this issue you.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

9. 
farther = to or at a more distant point in space 

(actual distance)     We have to drive a few miles farther.

further = to or at a more distant point in time, degree, or quantity 

(figurative distance)      Let us consider this point further. 






       Do not excite the children further.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10.     formally = in a formal way

                                             The meeting was conducted very formally.


formerly = previously
June was formerly a member of that club.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

11.     healthful = good for one’s health 

                                                           Vegetables are healthful foods.


healthy = in a good condition


                                                                  All of his children are healthy.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

12.     illusion = a false idea or unreal image          
  The magician created the illusion that he was flying through the air.


allusion = an indirect reference         
                             The professor made an allusion to Greek mythology.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
13.    to imply = to suggest without stating directly        
                              Tom implied that he was not happy with his job.
 to infer = to make a conclusion based on evidence not directly stated
              I inferred from his letter that Tom was not happy with his job.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

14.     its = the singular possessive pronoun for things     
                                                                   The tree lost its leaves.


it’s = the contraction for it is  

It’s a nice day today.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

15. 
loose = not tight
   This shirt is too loose. I need a smaller size.


to lose = to leave behind by accident 
 I often lose my car keys.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

16.
plane = airplane

     The plane will arrive at nine o’clock.


plain = simple, undecorated    
     Her dress was very plain.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
17.    principal = chief, very important      
  The principal reason for his failure was his lack of interest in his job.

principle = fundamental truth
   
                                    He is studying the principles of accounting.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

18.
quiet = not noisy


    It was a very quiet party.

quite = completely, to a degree    
                                               He is quite nervous today. He’s quite tall.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
19.     respectfully = with respect
    
           The audience rose respectfully when the president entered.

respectively = in the order given     
The Thompson’s lived in Los Angeles and New York respectively.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
20.     so = a conjunction joining a clause of result to a main clause 

     It rained a lot that year, so there were lots of wild flowers to enjoy.

so that = joins a clause of purpose to a main clause


    We wore raincoats so that we would not get our clothes wet. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
21.      stationary = in a fixed position       
  The only time most children are stationary is when they are asleep.

stationery = writing supplies       
                     The stationery store sells fancy writing paper and envelopes.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
22.       weather = atmospheric conditions           
                                       It is nice weather today for a picnic.

whether = a conjunction meaning if    
                          
I do not know whether he will come to the party.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

23.
who’s = the contraction for who is


                                                      I do not know who’s coming tonight

whose = a question word or a possessive relative pronoun

            Whose book is this? I met the man whose daughter is in my class.

